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gets a share in inheritance.   Therefore the interest is
usually very high.
From his economic position, the head of the Chia
derives the actual authority in the group. The right
over objects enjoyed by a person who is not the head
of a Chia is limited and incomplete.
3. TRANSMISSION OF PROPERTY
Inheritance in its wide sense is the entire process of
transmission of property according to kinship affilia-
tion. But it is limited in legal usage to referring the
claim of an heir to the property of his deceased pro-
genitor.1 As studied by anthropologists, the problem
is usually that of the disposal of the property of a
deceased person,*
But to limit the study in this way is to leave out
various facts, such as the transmission of property
during the parents* lifetime and the economic obligation
of the descendants towards their deceased ancestors.
Ownership is a composite concept of various rights
over an object. The process of transmission usually
takes place bit by bit. It is not completed even when
the progenitor is dead. The fear of displeasing the
spirits of the ancestors or the ethical consideration of
filial piety indicate the lingering influence of the dead
on the free disposal of the inheritance by the heir,
Therefore for the present analysis, I shall use the term
inheritance in its wider sense.
A child is born into the world without possessing
anything. Owing to his physical incapacity to acquire
objects the infant is solely dependent upon other's
1 Chinese Civil Code, article 1147. The term succession to property is
used in English translation of the code (C. L. Hsia, etc., Kelling and Walsh,
Ltd., 1930), I follow the definition given by W, H. R. Rivera : inheritance
for the transmission of property and succession for transmission of office
(Social Organization^ p. 87).
* R, H. Lewie, Primitive Society, pp. 243-255.

